








New Date!  New Location! 
New Schedule! 

Psalm 127:3 states, ñBehold, 
children are a gift from the Lord.ò 
Children are a gift God has given us 
for a short season. As we gladly 
accept His gift of children, we also 
need to study the ñowner's manualò 
He has written for raising them ï the 
Word of God. 

No specific verse in the Bible 
says, ñThou shalt homeschool.ò 
However, many passages of Scripture 
command parents to disciple their 
children in the Lord. ñBring them up 
in the discipline and instruction of the 
Lordò (Ephesians 6:4). ñTrain up a 
child in the way he should goò 
(Proverbs 22:6). ñTake to your heart 
all the words with which I am 
warning you today, which you shall 
command your sons to observe 
carefully, even all the words of this 
law. For it is not an idle word for 
you; indeed it is your lifeò 
(Deuteronomy 33:46 & 47). Parents 
canôt afford to ignore Godôs 
instruction manual when raising their 
children.

But how do we disciple our 
children? How do we train them to be 
godly adults? Dr. Voddie Baucham, 
keynote speaker, thinks Luke 6:40 
contains an important warning as we 
consider how to disciple the next 
generation: ñA pupil is not above his 
teacher, but everyone when he is fully 
trained will be like his teacher.ò

The keynote message by Dr. 
Baucham, The Centrality of the Home 
in the Evangelism and Discipleship of 
the Next Generation, will equip 

conference attendees with an 
understanding of what the Bible has 
to say about discipling the next 
generation.

Mark Hamby of Lamplighter 
Press, Carol Barnier and many others 
join the list of speakers.  Go online to 
oceanetwork.org for more 
information and to register. 

This year the OCEANetwork 
board is combining the NW 
Curriculum Exhibition and the annual 
Oregon Christian Home Education 
Conference (usually held in August) 
into one grand event. Weôre keeping 
the same inspiration and equipping 
you have come to expect from the 
conference each year and adding to it 
the great exhibit hall and the Used 
Curriculum Exchange from the NW 
Curriculum Exhibition.  In addition, 
weôre holding the first State-wide 
Oregon Homeschool Graduate 
Recognition. And it will all be at the 
beautiful and spacious Oregon 
Convention Center. 

OCEANetwork wants to make 
the conference accessible to any 
homeschool family who wishes to 
attend. To that end, we have arranged 
for a limited number of work 
scholarships to be available. You 
must call Joyce Padilla at 503-787-
3512 to arrange for the work 
scholarship.

When you pre-register, you help 
OCEANetwork with our planning 
and conference logistics - and you 
save $10! However, if you have not 
pre-registered by June 4, you may 
still register at the door. Walk-in 
registrations are welcome. 

State Graduate Recognition 
June 20, 2008 

There still is room for graduates 
in the first state graduate recognition 
at the beautiful Oregon Convention 
Center. Registration closes May 
15th.  Applications will be accepted 
on a first-come first-served basis.  For 
registration go to the calendar at 
www.oceanetwork.org or contact  
bullocks@oceanetwork.org.  

Conference Volunteers 
Needed

Every year, dozens of 
wonderful, servant-hearted attendees 
willingly sacrifice part of their time at 
the conference. Why? Because they 
understand that without their help, it 
would be impossible to have a 
convention the average home school 
family could afford to attend.  

There are opportunities for 
adults and young adults 15 and older. 
You will receive a coupon for one 
free CD for every shift you work and 
will be allowed to shop in the first 
group for the Used Curriculum Sale. 
Most shifts are two and one half 
hours to three hours long.  Sign up at 
www.oceanetwork.org/volunteers. Or 
contact volunteers@oceanetwork.org. 
Volunteer Positions: 

Set up Crew 
Registration
Door Monitors 
Workshop Facilitators 
Recordings
General Assistance 
Graduation
Used Curriculum Sale 
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When you Walk By the Way 
OCEANetworkõs 14th Annual Home Education Conference 

Oregon Convention Center, Portland         June 20th and 21st



Homeschool Conferences: 
To Attend or Not to Attend, 
That is the Question 
by Marilyn Rockett 

Ah, Spring! Open the windows, 
send the kids outside to play, and 
plan an outdoor field trip; the zoo is 
nice this time of year. It seems too 
soon to think about next year's school 
supplies and curriculum. After all, 
you are still racing to finish the things 
you wanted to accomplish this year. 

Nevertheless, conference season 
has arrived in many parts of the 
country. You tucked away the 
invitations to remind you to register, 
or you buried them in the pile of 
papers on your desk.  

If you are newer to 
homeschooling, you doubtless are 
eager to go. You cannot wait to 
finally see and touch the products you 
drooled over online or in the winter 
catalogs. You will hear, in person, the 
speaker you are convinced can teach 
you how to get the wash done and the 
math taught at the same time. You 
have vowed to do better next year! 
You and your husband can even 
enjoy a mini-vacation, if you are able 
to arrange childcare. In fact, you 
probably submitted your registration 
fee when the first invitation arrived. 

What about attendance for those 
who are seasoned homeschoolers? 
Over the years, you have gone to 
what seems like a zillion of these 
events ï been there, done that, and 
you've earned the tee shirt! Why 
should you waste your time and 
money attending again? You have 
heard the speakers, attended the 
workshops, have already chosen your 
school material for next year, and you 
don't consider the conference a 
vacation if you must drag your 
reluctant husband along. Online 
ordering is so much easier. 

Attend or Not
Why should any home educator 

ï beginner or veteran ï attend a 
conference? May we chat together 
over a cup of tea? You may have 
overlooked some particular rewards 

of being part of your local or state 
event.

Over the past twenty years, I 
have participated in every size 
conference imaginable as an attendee, 
a speaker, a vendor, and a conference 
planner. In the "old days," we were 
fortunate when we could attend any 
conference anywhere that offered a 
handful of workshops. We met in 
churches, private schools, or any 
location in which we could find 
enough space to house a reasonable 
number of vendor tables and a few 
rooms for speakers.  

Now, of course, there are 
countless material choices, numerous 
knowledgeable speakers, and in most 
cases, beautiful, spacious facilities. 
Home education conferences have 
arrived! So why do I hear that 
attendance is down in many states? 
Do we no longer need traditional 
homeschool conferences? 

I propose that we do need them, 
perhaps currently more than 
previously, especially when we 
examine the important reasons for 
attending a conference. Yes, it is a 
wonderful place to see the particular 
curriculum you have only read about 
in a catalog. It is an ideal place to 
discover materials you might 
otherwise overlook if you did not 
attend. Yet, the foundational reasons 
to attend for all homeschoolers are 
not necessarily utilitarian reasons 
involving curriculum choices.   
Continuing Education:

Have you read an article or a 
book or listened to a recording and 
wished you could ask the author or 
speaker a question to advance your 
understanding or clarify a point made 
in the material? You have that 
opportunity when you attend live 
workshops. Personal contact with 
veteran homeschool speakers and 
those who have expertise in specific 
areas opens the opportunity for new 
insights. Many home educators testify 
to an "aha" moment at a conference 
that revolutionized their teaching or 
child training. 

The enthusiasm of the onsite 
speakers is infectious. Interaction 
with them can provide the boost you 
need to handle a particular challenge 
or give you encouragement to 
persevere. Most conference planners 
choose speakers carefully, giving you 
the best options for information and 
support. Call it continuing education 
for teachers; it affords the opportunity 
for you to listen, learn, and receive 
while you rest from giving 
continually to your family. 

Renewing Perspective
Though you are responsible 

solely for your children's education 
and training, you home educate as a 
member of a wider community of 
families who are pursuing similar 
opportunities for their children. The 
fellowship shared with others at a 
conference encourages and lifts you 
to new heights. As you stroll through 
the vendor halls, attend workshops, 
and chat with fellow homeschoolers, 
you see anew why you started home 
educating in the first place.  

A conference introduces you to 
new friends whom the Lord brings 
into your life, and you connect again 
with those precious friends you and 
your family only have the opportunity 
to see infrequently. Other 
homeschoolers' lives and stories 
encourage you as you relate to their 
challenges and triumphs. The Lord 
refreshes your spirit and renews your 
heart for another season. The 
reminder that you are not alone but 
part of a large community that shares 
this adventure with you holds you 
steady through rough times. 

If the conference uses teen 
volunteers, includes a graduation 
ceremony, or offers opportunities for 
older students or graduates to speak, 
you will be encouraged to see the 
fruit of home education in these 
exemplary youth. You look to the 
day, if your children are now young, 
when you will see that fruit in your 
parenting and educating efforts, and 
you are optimistic as you continue 
toward that goal for your own 
children.
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One mother shared with me that 
she takes special notes at conferences. 
More than just recording the thoughts 
and ideas of the speakers, she writes 
in her notes' margins the things that 
God may reveal to her about a 
particular student or curriculum 
choice. At times, she writes a 
question: "Would this be a good 
match for Andrew?" "Is this Susan's 
need?" Other times it is a prayer: 
"Lord, help me do this with Melanie." 
Additionally, she might record an 
idea: "Encourage Jeremy about his 
diligence." This mom knows she is 
more open to the Lord's leading and 
has a different perspective when she 
is concentrating and learning in a 
convention atmosphere away from 
the distractions and duties at home. 

Giving Back:
Although you receive multiple 

advantages when attending a 
conference, it isn't just about 
receiving. Whether you are new to 
home education or a veteran of many 
years, you have something to share 
with fellow attendees as well. 
Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 tells us, "Two are 
better than one, because they have a 
good reward for their labor. For if 
they fall, one will lift up his 
companion. But woe to him who is 
alone when he falls, For he has no 
one to help him up" (NKJV). God 
will give you the opportunity to lift 
up a fellow parent through your 
actions and words. You may not even 
be aware you have helped someone 
along their path, but the Lord knows 
and uses your offerings in the hearts 
of others attending the conference. 

To attend or not to attend? I 
wouldn't miss the refreshment, fun, 
and fellowship for anything! Won't 
you join me? 
The Rocketts home taught for fifteen 
years before they ran out of sons to 
teach. Her new book, 
Homeschooling at the Speed of 
Life, provides encouragement and 
organizational helps.  

Countdown to College 
May 2, 2008 

New Life Church  
West Linn, OR 
Contact: Leslie Kearney 
503-631-2275 
lesliekearney@gmail.com 

This is a six hour workshop on 
how to find college scholarships for 
homeschoolers. Kim Anderson is a 
homeschooling mom of three, the 
first of whom has already launched to 
college with over half-million dollars 
in scholarship offers. This event has 
been rescheduled to coincide with the 
weekend of the Rebelution.   

The Rebelution:
Parent & Teen Conference    

May 3, 2008, Portland 
Brett and Alex Harris encourage 

teens to ñrebel against low 
expectationsò and to ñDo the Hard 
Thing.ò They have been conducting 
Rebelution Conferences around the 
nation ï and now bring it to their 
home state of Oregon. The 
conference is for teens and their 
parents.

Hereôs a description of the 
Rebelution from their web site. ñThe 
official definition of the órebelutionô 
is ña teenage rebellion against the low 
expectations of an ungodly culture.ò 
ñ. . . itôs not a rebellion against God-
established authority, but against the 
low expectations of our society.ò 

For more information visit 
www.TheRebelution.com. 

Homeschool Family  
Horse Camp

May 30 - June 2, 2008, Dallas 
The Homeschool Family Horse 

Camp offers the adventure of being 
on a ranch in a Christian atmosphere. 
Students receive riding lessons. 
Parents and children participate in 
canoeing, swimming, campfires, 
Bible studies, campfire cookouts and 
more. Contact: Ken and Dee Heil,  
oradvcamps@yahoo.com, 503-580-
5929, ww.oregonadventurecamps.org 

Annual Beaverton Used 
Book & Curriculum Sale 

June 7, 2008, Beaverton
Southwest Hills Baptist Church

Sale hours are from 10:00 a.m. - 
12:30 p.m. For information contact 
Judy Fast, d.fast2@verizon.net or see 
website: www.kfast.org/booksale. 

LIGHTôs 19th Christian
Home Education Faire 
June 7, 2008, 8:30am-3pm 

Eugene
The Christian Home Education 

Faire (CHEF) is a great place to see 
many homeschool products, books, 
software and methods of educating. 
There will be both new & used 
curriculum available to purchase as 
well as vendor workshops and 
keynote sessions to attend. New and 
prospective homeschoolers are 
welcome! Bring your family, ask 
questions and be encouraged! $5 
family admission. Features Used 
Curriculum Sale, Vendor Hall, 
Beginning Homeschool Seminar and 
vendor workshops. The keynote 
speaker this year is Ann Dunagan 
author of The Mission Minded Child.    
Door prizes and hourly raffles. For 
more information see website. 
http://lighthomeschooling.org or 
contact: Renea Buchholz 
renea@lighthomeschooling.org 

Annual CCHE Used 
Curriculum Sale 

June 13, 2008, Vancouver 
Biggest used curriculum sale in 
SW Washington! Easy trek from 
Portland! There are usually about 
6,000 ï 7,000 items including 
curriculum, a variety of books for 
all subjects, manipulatives, 
educational games, audio, movies, 
etc. www.cchomeed.org/sale.php 
or contact: Sally Bertsch 360-694-
4130 (evenings). 

For quick links to these and other 
events for Oregon homeschoolers, go 
to www.oceanetwork.org/ calendar.
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