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Donit Miss Apple Pie Day

You make a difference

Thursday, May 10" State Capitol, Salem

by Dorothy Karman

The Oregon Capitol is an
interesting place. Itbs a place of
power where decisions get made that
impact every citizen of this state.
Visiting such a place of power can be
intimidating.

Yet, the Oregon Capitol is also a
place where little things can make an
impression.

As the Oregon House of
Representatives debated ethics rules
that would govern their behavior this
session, the legislators decided to set
a cap on the value of gifts they can
receive  from  lobbyists  and
constituents. According to staff at the
Capitol, some of that debate centered
around the apple pies homeschoolers
bring to the Capitol every session.

Homeschoolers make up only 2%
of the school age children in Oregon,
yet much of the debate on House
ethics rules focused on whether or
not the homeschoolers could bring
their apple pies to the Capitol. Thatds
amazing! (And thatds Godds grace
that such a small group of
unimportant people could make a
difference!)

Thatés not the only way that
Apple Pie Day impacts legislators.
The legislators see your families with
well-behaved children bring them an
apple pie T and it makes an
impression. They read the material
we provide showing that home
educators do a good job educating
their children T and it makes an

impression. They see homeschool
students performing in the opening
sessions, in the Galleria and during
the rally T and it makes an
impression.

Therebs not a legislator in Salem
who does not have good things to say
about home educators T even those
legislators who think home education
should be overseen by the state have
good words to say about fimostd
home educators.

Making  such a  positive
impression on legislators is one of
the best ways to preserve your
freedom to homeschool in Oregon.
You do make a difference when you
participate in Apple Pie Day.

We need your help

To make Apple Pie Day a
success, we need your help on a
couple of items:

1) We need pies.

Please plan on baking an apple
pie for your legislator. For some
reason, we donft have as many
people scheduled to bring pies as we
usually do by this time.

2) We need you to make
appointments with your legislators.

Contact your legislatorsé offices
directly to make your appointments.
Contact both your Representative
and State Senator. You can find your
legislatorsd contact information at
www.leg.state.or.us/findlegsltr.

3) We need you to contact us if
you can do one or both of the items

listed above. Contact Bob or Colleen
Busch at  503-390-8043 or
bob_busch@yahoo.com.

4) We need you to come to Apple
Pie Day.

Webve tried to make Apple Pie
Day fun and interesting for home
educating families. You can learn
how the legislative process works in
a Home Education Freedoms 101
class. Your children can sing in the
All-State Homeschool Choir. Your
children can participate in the Apple
Pie Day photo contest. You can
attend the noon-time rally on the
Capitol steps. The schedule for
Apple Pie Day is on page 2. And you
can find complete information about
Apple Pie Day on our web site at
www.oceanetwork.org.

Make a difference.
Salem for Apple Pie Day.

Come to

Calendar of events at

www.oceanetwork.org

The OCEANetwork Calendar
of Events is burgeoning with
events of interest to home
educating families in Oregon.
Youdll find curriculum fairs,
conferences, used curriculum
sales, and family camps listed on
the calendar. Check it out.

If your support group has an
event you would like to publicize,
please send the information to
mail@oceanetwork.org.

OCEANetwork Currents is published monthly as a service to home educators in Oregon. Permission granted to reprint Currents in its entirety.
Editor: Christine Bullock P.O. Box 42138 Eugene, OR 97404-1920. (Guest editor this issue: Dorothy Karman)
Visit the OCEANetwork website at www.oceanetwork.org to view a calendar of events, to find a support group, to sign up for a free magazine

published by OCEANetwork and to read articles and information of encouragement.







